
 

A vote is a prayer, with other prayers to support our votes 
This guide is to be used at the time of an election. Please use it as 
you wish, perhaps as a topic calls to you or by praying throughout 
the day on election day, or perhaps the day you vote by mail. 

O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your 
presence. Send forth upon us the spirit of love, that in 
companionship with one another your abiding grace 
may increase among us, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 

For Guidance 

O God, by whom the meek are guided in 

judgment, and light rises up in darkness for the godly: Grant us, in 

all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what you would 

have us to do, that the Spirit of wisdom may save us from all false 

choices, and that in your light we may see light, and in your straight 

path may not stumble; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

For our Country 

Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly 
beseech you that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of your 
favor and glad to do your will. Bless our land with honorable industry, sound 
learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; 
from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and 
fashion us into one united people. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to 
whom in your Name we entrust the authority of government, that there may be 
justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to your law, we may 
show forth your praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of 
prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer 
not our trust in you to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 



 

For the President of the United States and all in Civil Authority 

O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend 

this nation to your merciful care, that, being guided by your 

Providence, we may dwell secure in your peace. Grant to the 

President of the United States, the Governor of this State (or, 

Commonwealth), and to all in authority, wisdom and strength to 

know and to do your will. Fill them with the love of truth and 

righteousness and make them ever mindful of their calling to serve 

this people in your fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without 

end. Amen. 

A Collect for Guidance 

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray 
you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and 
occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are 
ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Sound Government 

O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may 

be a people at peace among ourselves and a blessing to other 

nations of the earth. 

Lord, keep this nation under your care. 

To all who have executive authority and to all who have 

administrative authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise 

of their duties. 

Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 

To those who make our laws give courage, wisdom, and foresight 

to provide for the needs of all our people, and to fulfill our 

obligations in the community of nations. 

Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 



 

To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and 

integrity, that human rights may be safeguarded and justice 

served. 

Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to 

accept their responsibilities to their fellow citizens, that they may 

elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for the well-

being of our society; that we may serve you faithfully in our 

generation and honor your holy Name. 

For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head 

above all. Amen. 

For Local Government 

Almighty God our heavenly Father, send down upon those who hold 

office in this State (or, Commonwealth, City, County, Town, Area) 

the spirit of wisdom, charity, and justice; that with steadfast 

purpose they may faithfully serve in their offices to promote the 

well-being of all people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

For an Election 

Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers and privileges: 
Guide the people of the United States (or, of this community) in the election of 
officials and representatives; that, by faithful administration and wise laws, 
the rights of all may be protected and our nation be enabled to fulfill your 
purposes; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Social Justice 

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move 

every human heart, that barriers which divide us may crumble, 

suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being 

healed, we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

 



 

In Times of Conflict 

O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of 
our struggles for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or 
bitterness, and to work together with mutual forbearance and respect; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Those Who Influence Public Opinion 

Almighty God, you proclaim your truth in every age by many voices: 

Direct, in our time, we pray, those who speak where many listen and 

write what many read; that they may do their part in making the 

heart of this people wise, its mind sound, and its will righteous; to 

the honor of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For the Future of the Human Race 

O God our heavenly Father, you have blessed us and given us dominion over 
all the earth: Increase our reverence before the mystery of life; and give us 
new insight into your purposes for the human race, and new wisdom and 
determination in making provision for its future in accordance with your will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

For Peace 

Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the 

sword of righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love: 

So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be 

gathered under the banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of one 

Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

For Quiet Confidence 

O God of peace, who has taught us that in returning and rest we will be saved, 
in quietness and confidence will be our strength: By the might of your Spirit lift 
us, we pray, to your presence, where we may be still and know that you are 
God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

 

 

 

First prayer from an unknown Franciscan source 

All other prayers from the Book of common Prayer 1979 
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